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The Greeks called it an agora, 
the Romans a forum, but 
whatever the name, every 
community needs a place to 
gather and spread news. 
Classics at Luther is the place 
for all students, alumni, and 
friends of the Classics 
Department at Luther College. 
In these pages we’ll let you know 
what’s going on in Classics and 
ancient studies, not only at 
Luther, but around the world. 

 

Salvete omnes 
 

Qualley Lecture: King Arthur 
and the Fall of Rome 
 This year’s Qualley Lecturer will be Christopher Snyder, Chair of 
the  History and Political Science department at Marymount 
University in Alexandria, Virginia. Professor Snyder will speak April 
28th on the fall of the Roman Empire and the rise of the King Arthur 
legend. He will also offer a seminar for faculty and students.   
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“The world is full of 

wonderful things, but 

none more so than 

humanity” 

Sophocles  Antigone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAST FACT: 

you know Pandora 

didn’t open a box at 

all? The early Greek 

poet Hesiod describes 

her as releasing evils 

into the world from a 

large jar (pithos). The 

word was wrongly 

translated during the 

Renaissance and has 

been Pandora’s box 

ever since. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classics in the News 
The hills are alive, with the sound of Latin: Do you love 
Classics? Are you looking for a secure future? High schools 
around the country are in short supply of qualified Latin teachers. 
The language of the Romans is a hot commodity, with many majors 
receiving multiple offers from public and private schools. Check 
out the web site of the American Classical League for more info 
(www.aclclassics.org). 

Olympics: Did you watch the shot-put competition at this summer’s 
Olympic games? Shot-put alone was held in the ancient stadium at 
Olympia. It was the only sport that organizers thought wouldn’t 
damage the archaeological ruins. Spectators sat on the grass 
slopes around the stadium, just as they did 2500 years ago. 

Quid est quidditch?: The new translation of J.K. Rowling’s first 
Harry Potter book is now available in Latin: Harrius Potter et 
Philosophi Lapis and in Ancient greek: Areios Poter kai he tou 
philosophou lithos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

“Without friends, life is not 

worth living” 

Aristotle  

 

The heart of any academic program is the students. Here at Luther, 
we have over thirty students in first-year Latin and almost twenty in 
first-year Greek. With the second-year and advanced students, we 
have a total of over seventy Luther students studying Greek and 
Latin. Seventeen students currently major or minor in Classics and 
Biblical Languages. They are: 

Christanna Braga  Mathew Dziuk Stephanie Wherry 

Allison Kimball  Joy Stuber  Daniel Stark 

Kathryn Konrath  Lora Strey  Brandon Simonson 

Lisa Jacobson  Dustin Ross 

Marit Pollei   Jordan Smith 

Erika Strandjord  Kristopher Williams 

Nathan Wicks  Rachel Yaun 

 

Our students 
 

Where are you from and why did you come to Luther? 

I’m from Orion, IL, a small town near the Quad Cities. I decided to come 
to Luther because of the sense of community that I felt when I visited. 
It was obvious to me that this is a place where students, faculty, and 
staff all work together to encourage growth as a whole person and 
not just as a student of a particular subject. 
 

Isn’t the study of Greece and Rome a little out of date in today’s 
modern world? 

I think the study of Classics has been one of the most valuable 
educational experiences I have had.  Studying the language and 
culture of Ancient Greece and Rome builds a foundation for studying 
our modern world. The connections between then and now never 
cease to amaze me. In addition, the study of the specific languages has 
made me a better student. When reading for classes, many times I am 
able to identify the roots of words of whose meanings I am unsure, 
and it saves me a trip to the dictionary. Also, intense study of the 
languages has allowed me to better understand English grammar. 
 

What changes would you like to see in the Luther Classics program? 
I think it would be wonderful if students had the opportunity to take 
more classes beyond the language courses and the occasional 
mythology class. Although it’s sometimes difficult to manage 
resources to allow these classes, I think that they would do much to 
enrich the education of Luther students. 
 

 

 

Student interview: Stephanie Wherry 
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Two new Classicists are joining 
the Luther program this fall. The 
first is Sharilyn Nakata, who 
received her A.B from Smith 
College, M.A. from the University 
of Hawai’i, and her Ph.D. from the 
University of California, Irvine. 

Shari has especially enjoyed 
teaching beginning and 
intermediate Greek and Latin, as 
well as Greek and Roman 
Mythology. Her research 
interests include Augustan 
literature, Greek and Roman 
Comedy, and cultural studies 
approaches to Classics. Her 
current work examines the role 
of colonization narratives and 
foundation myths in shaping 
imperial identity and authority in 
Vergil’s Aeneid. In future work 
she hopes to investigate the 

New Faculty—Sharilyn nakata 

 

Also joining the Classics 
Department is Philip Freeman. 
Having grown up in Texas, Philip 
completed his undergraduate 
work in Classics at the 
University of Texas in Austin and 
his doctoral degree at Harvard. 
He taught in the Core 
Curriculum Program and 
Classics departments at Boston 
University and at Washington 
University before moving to 
Luther. His interests include 
many aspects of Greek and 
Roman history and literature, 
but especially minority 
languages and cultures in the 
ancient world. Philip has taught 
all levels of Classical and New 
Testament Greek, Latin language 
courses from Plautus to 
Augustine, and numerous 
classical civilization classes in 
translation. He has written four 

New faculty—Philip freeman 
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cultural phenomenon of travel 
in its various manifestations in 
ancient literature. 

Shari was born and raised in 
Honolulu, Hawai’i, and has since 
lived in various parts of the 
country, including New England, 
California, and the Southwest, 
but never the Midwest---that is, 
till now (and she’s very much 
looking forward to it!). Among 
her personal interests are 
reading, traveling, and the study 
of Hawaiian culture---and she’s a 
not-so-secret fan of both Middle 
Earth and the Star Trek 
universe. 

books — most recently a 
biography of St. Patrick (who 
was, by the way, not Irish but a 
British native and Roman 
nobleman).  

Philip likes to spend his spare 
time sifting through medieval 
Latin manuscripts and riding his 
bicycle to the Whippy Dip with his 
two young children. His wife, 
Alison Dwyer, is an 
archaeologist specializing in 
early European settlements in 
North America. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocatus atque non 

vocatus, deus aderit 

 

“Called and not 

called, God will be 

present” 

 

A quote from Erasmus 

which the psychologist 

Carl Jung inscribed on 

his front door and 

tombstone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Classics at 
Luther 

Have you hiked the Great Wall of 
China, kayaked down the Amazon, 
added a rec room to your 
basement? We’d love to know 
what any Luther Classics alumni 
are up to.  Just drop us a letter 

If you liked Brad Pitt in this 
summer’s blockbuster film, but 
wondered how much of the movie 
was true, check out BBC 
journalist Michael Wood’s six-
part series on fact vs. fable in 
Homer’s Iliad. The show first 
aired in 1985, but it’s still a first-
rate exploration of bronze-age 
Greece. 

DVD Review: Michael Wood In Search of 
the Trojan War 

Calling all Classics Alumni 
 

What kind of Classics courses does Luther offer? 

We offer a broad range of Greek and Latin language courses, as 
well as Hebrew and Classical Studies courses in English 
translation. 

Can I major in Classics? 

Certainly. You can earn a degree in Classics emphasizing Greek, 
Latin, or both languages. You can also earn a minor in Classics. 

What can you do with a Classics degree? 

Just about anything. Sure, you can be a Latin teacher in high school 
or college, but many Classics majors go on to medical school, law 
school, graduate programs in business, ministry, or start their own 
software companies—you name it. Classics is more about studying 
something you love and learning skills for a lifetime rather than 
specific career training. Besides, there’s something about a Classics 
major or minor on your CV that says serious, hard-working 
candidate. 

Can I double major in Classics and something else? 

Absolutely. Many of our majors and minors combine classics with a 
second field. Favorite combinations with Classics include Biology, 
English, Communication, Anthropology, Spanish, Art, Religion, 
Philosophy, and Computer Science 

How do I find out more? 

Come see Prof. Freeman in Main 306 (387-2144) or e-mail at 
freeph01@luther.edu 

 

Why you should major in classics 

Department of 
Classics 
Luther College 
Decorah, Iowa 52101 
 
Phone: (563) 387-2144 
 
E-Mail:  
freeph01@luther.edu 
 
 
 

 

 
          
 

           

Episodes include segments on 
women in the Trojan saga, the 
Hittite connection, and 
Schliemann’s famous 
excavations at Troy. ($34.98) 

Nota Bene: If your tastes run 
more to graphic novels (a.k.a. 
comic books), check out Eric 
Shanower’s new and 
wonderfully-illustrated books A 
Thousand Ships and Sacrifice 
($29.95). 

or e-mail and we’ll include your 
news in the next edition of 
Classics at Luther. 


